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Admiral ordered the Vengeance and Cornwallis to go into close
range, and engage them "with secondary armament.

By 4.40 p.m. the forts were enveloped in clouds of dust
and smoke and showing no signs of life, and the Admiral
ordered the Vengeance and Suffren to cease fire and examine the
forts.

At 4.45 when the Vengeance was standing in to the entrance
of the Straits, Forts i and 4 opened a heavy fire, mainly on
the Vengeance, and she was fortunate to escape serious damage.
Whereupon the Inflexible, Agamemnon (which had just arrived with
the j2#**# Elizabeth from Malta) and the three French ships assisted
the Vengeance and Cornwattis to retaliate. The fire from the forts
at once became very erratic and died away, and at 5.20 as the
light was failing and the forts were indistinguishable in the dust
and smoke, the Admiral signalled a general recall. De Robeck
asked to be allowed to continue the action, but as the visibility
towards the land was bad, the ships were silhouetted against
the setting sun, and it was obviously impossible to finish the
business before nightfall, the Admiral decided to wait until we
had a few hours of good visibility in hand.

The result of the day's action showed that the effect of long
range bombardment on modern earthworks was slight. Forts
i and 4 appeared to have been hit by 12-inch shells on many
occasions, but when the ships closed, all four guns in those two
forts were intact. Nevertheless, I felt absolutely confident
that Admiral Garden's plan was the solution of die problem
and could be carried to a successful issue; that the enemy's
forts and batteries could be dominated by heavy fire, from ships
which were themselves out of range, while other ships could
close to decisive range otpass by unmolested by gunfire.

When I was Naval Attache at Constantinople, 1906-07,1 spent
hours with a powerful telescope, looking into the rear of the
forts, both in the Bosphorus and the Dardanelles. In the
latter I was much assisted by the captain of a salvage steamer
working from Chanak, who took me in his ship to points of
vantage, from which I was able to make a close study of the
forts. I had not a doubt that once the ships were past, the forts
taken in reverse, could be dominated and destroyed. " Never-
theless," as I recorded at the time, " very early in the proceedings
I made up my mind that the military occupation of Gallipoli
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